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Dave Grohl

TheFoo F(iihter has managed to find massive success in two world-

famous ro

bands. So how come hed rather be at Costco right now?

BY ALISON PRATO PHOTOGRAFH BY OLAF HEINE

YOL'REIN THE MIDST OF AWORLD TOUR. DO THE
FOOS HAVE ANY SECRET PRESHOW RITUALS?

Some bands pray to God they'll have the best
show of their lives. Some bands huddle in a
rughy scrum and yell, “Go team!”™ We listen to

Michael Jackson's Off the Wall and do Jiger :

bombs, which are David Lee Roth juice. If you
wanttobe David Lee Roth onstage, you need at
least four [ager bombs to get you there,

HAVEYOU EVER PLAYED A SHOW SOBER?
Yeah, but notin fucking 15 years. When you play
sober, you're hyperaware of everything going

on, whereas nonsober shows are fun because
you don't give a fuck—it usually tums into a :
: nowandthen, butit'saneffort tolisten tothem
. because | immediately remember what it was
. like the daywe recorded—the food or the fuck-

blood-and-public-nudity display.

HAVEYOU GOTTEN BLOODY AND PUBLICLY NAKED
ALOTONTHIS TOUR?

I cracked my head on the mike stand and had -
thishuge gooseeggwithripsonit, [looked like

aBumfights movie. Pretty gross.

ARE YOU INTO THOSE BUMFAGHTS VIDEDS?

Actually, [ had a party at my house once and
someone brought them, and I'was so fucking
pissed off because (a) someone turned ona TV
atone of my parties, and (b) they played some-
thing as horrendously offensive as Bumfights.

S0 WHAT DO YOU WATCH DN TV?

I'minlovewith the Bravochannel. Idigalotof :

the metrosexual shows: Top Chef, Project Run-
way. | do a little America’s Next Top Model every
nowand then, but that's just the womanizerin
me, | like to see those girls strut.

IS THARD TO KEEP THE WOMANIZER IN YOU AT
BAY NOW THAT YOU'RE HAPPILY MARRIED?
No.Women don'tlook at me like I'm Fabio; they
look at me like I'm Duckie from Pretty in Pink,

YOUHAVE A LITTLE DAUGHTER. ARE YOU GONNA
BEONEOFTHOSE “COOL” DADS WHO BUY THEIR
KIDS BEER AND SMOKE POT WITHTHEM?

No. I'm not going to be one of those rock star
parents with massive piles of cocaine lying
around for the 1o-year-olds to play with,
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ANY PARENTING ADYICE FOR BRITNEY?

. Famewill fuckwithyourhead, andifyoudon't
- haveasalid foundation, you get swept away in

it. When Mirvana became famous, Iwas only 21,
but Ihad agood foundation. Whenever shit got
toocrazy, I'd goback toVirginia and spend time
withthe peoplewholoved me the most, and it

¢ kept me from getting dragged under. The kids
. nowwhoare experiencing fame, money, papa-
razzi—they need to get their asses out of the
nightclubs and have a barbecuewith their fuck-
¢ When the set list starts getting weird—when

ing family once aweek. It's not rocket seience.

DO YOU EVER LISTEN TO NIRVANA ALBUMS?

Not really. | hear the songs on the radio every

IFYOU WANT TO BE DAVID LEE
ROTH ONSTAGE, YOU NEED AT
LEAST FOUR

GET YOU THERE.

ing snowstorm. It's like opening a box of old :

pictures, and | don’t like to do that too often.

AFTER ALL THIS, HOW HAVE YOU MANAGED TO
KEEP THETITLE OF NICEST GUY IN ROCK?

Idon'tknow. If people have to pay attentionto :
: “keepingitreal,” theyalready have a problem. -

I'm not a big deal, I might as well be the guy - HAVEYOU HAD ANY BAD ACID TRIPS?

who fixes your fucking washing machine.

 DOES THE BAND KEEP YOU IN CHECK? YOU GUYS

LIKETO GIVE EACH OTHER A HARD TIME.

Fuck, yeah. Tobein thisband, youhave tohave :
tough skin, We rip each other 24/7. If someone :

ERBOMBSTO

DO YOU EVER FORGET YOUR DWN LYRICS?
Almosteverynight. ButIdon't even think peo-
plenotice. They're like, “Och, pretty lasers.”

ANYPLANS TO PLAY FOR THETROOPS IN IRAQ?
Not at the moment. I'd like to be able to go to
asmany places as possible, butafterawhileit’s
like, damn, man—I just want to go to Costco
and Blockbuster and take a fucking nap.

CANCROWDS TELL WHEN YOU GET BURNT OUT?

I'm picking shit from albums | made 12 years
agojust to get off —that's how they can tell.

FOR A WHILE THERE, A LOT OF DEATH RUMORS WERE
CIRCULATING ABOUT YOU. WHY?

I suppose that being a rock musician gives me
a stunted life expectancy. There are so many
romantic ways to go out as a rock star, like a
helicopter crash or driving around the hills of
fucking leeland...

 HOW WOULD YOU WANT TO 607

Let’s see—by drowning? That seems peaceful,
but ugh—inhaling water? A plane crash? No, |
don'twant to be burned by all that fuel. My fan-
tasy is that I'll die under a massive concrete
slabwith razorblades sticking out ofit. Tewould
kill me instantly aned rip me to picces. A lot of
cleanup, but only alittle pain,

AREYOU GOING TO HEAVEN DR HELL?

: I'dlike toimagine lwontwind upin hell, but 1
. think I've done too much acid and listened to
too much death metal tosit ona cloud next to

God with angels floating above my head.

I took a couple of hits of acid on a boat from

- England to Belgium onee, and Iwound up run-

ning in cireles for three hours, hallucinating

: thattinydinosaurswere chewing everybody's

ankles. Thatwas fuckedup. Ididn"tcome down
foriz hours. @

blowsitlive, that'sallwetalkaboutuntilhe'son ©

theverge of tears. | get made fun of after every :
- show for something ridiculous I've done.

: Echoes, Silence, Patience & Grace, The Foo Fighters”
: seventhalbum, is in stores now.
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